Ruby Dies Denying 
Conspiracy Role in 
Oswald’s Murder 





_ AP Wlrephoto 

Jack Ruby, killer of Presidential assassin Lee 
Harvey Oswald, is dead of cancer in Dallas hospital. 


By TOM JOHNSON 
DALLAS, Tex., Jan. 3 (AP). . 
—Jack Ruby, the volatile 
strip-joint boss who yearned 
for “class” but found instead 
notoriety as the killer of Pres- 
ident John F. Kennedy’s as- 
sassin, died Tuesday — ravag- 
ed by cancer and finally kill- 
ed by a blood clot. 

He insisted until the end that 
he was part of no plot, had ‘^no- 
thing to hide,” that he acted 
alone, that an accident of timing 
and a surge of blinding passion 
caused hi mto shoot Lee Harvey 
Oswald. 

sawed-off, pudgy tough from 
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ilCTS TO DROP CHARGE ; 

Because of his death, District 
Attorney Henry Wade said he 
would dismiss the murder 
charge against Ruby. 

“Of course Jack died not a 
convicted man,” said his Dallas 
attorney, Phil Burleson. 


Blood Clot 
And Cancer 
Bring Death 


. 








Ruby had been convicted of 
murdering Oswald and given a 
death sentence in his first trial 
in Dallas in March, 1964. The’ 
verdict was overturned by an 
appeals court. >■ 

Ruby’s body will be sent to 
Chicago for funeral and burial. 

BLOOD CLOT IN LEG _- , _g 

Dr. Eugene Frenkel, said an 
autopsy showed the immediate 
cause of death was a blood clot 
that broke loose in Ruby’s right 
leg and coursed into a lung. 

The autopsy also showed ex- 
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“Ruby’s Last Days”—Story 
on Page 3 

tensive cancer “in both of his 
lungs, in the lymph nodes and 
through the liver/* Earlier doc- 
tors had said Ruby’s pancreas 
also was cancerous. 

Doctors said Ruby’s steadily 
weakening condition and loss of 
a pound a day for the last two 
weeks prompted them to sum- 
mon his family to the hospital 
over the New Year’s weekend. 

SPECIALISTS FAIL 
Tuesday nearly 20 specialists 
from the University of ’'Texas 
Southwestern Medical School 
and Parkland Hospital were ^at 
his bedside, giving closed heart 
massage and oxygen— but the 
blood clot was more than they 
could overcome. 

One witness of the autop sy 
estimated the ciot stretched 
t rum Ruby ' s aiiU T g lu his pgTw s, 
plugging uo tne entire artery j>e- 
tore 11 lir c riuT free and lodged in, 
his lung . — — — 

Frenkel said Ruby “was jovial yf 

Continued on Page 3, Column 6 


Continued from First Page M 

this morning,” had a bath andf 
ordered eggs for breakfastr 
Fr°nk°l ga ^ ^bmpfc-deatlT 
was not unu r iii .il in ranon mrh' 

His body will be sent to^Clii- 
cago for funeral services. 

A sister, Mrs. Eva Grant, said 
Ruby died peacefully. 

A lawyer, Elmer Gertz of 
Chicago, said Ruby looked 80 
years old in his last days. 

He was 55. 

SLAIN AMID THRONG 
Ruby stepped from a crowd of 
newsmen and officers, jabbed a 
.32-caiiber revolver toward Os- 
wald’s abdomen and killed him 
with one shot on Nov. 24, 1963, 
two days after Oswald assassi- 
nated President Kennedy. 

Ruby shot Oswald as he was 
being led through the basement 
of the Dallas city jail for trans- 
fer to the county jail. 

Oswald died in Parkland Hos- 
pital, the city-county hospital 
_ where President Kennedy had 
been pronounced dead two da^s 
earlier. 

\ Ruby was taken te the county, 
jail and had remained there 
until he was taken to Parkland,, 
where he died at 10:30 A. 3 VI. 
CST (11:30 A. M. EST). _ 
CONSPIRACY DENIED 
Ruby insisted there was no. 
conspiracy. He said he killed- 
Oswald to spare Mrs. Jacque- 


ine Kennedy the anguish of 
laving to come to Dallas to 
testify. At other times, he said- 
he killed Oswald “to show the 
, world that Jews have guts.” 

It was reported that during 
his time in jail Ruby had hal- 
lucinations that Jews were be- 
ing persecuted because of what 
he had done. 

Ruby denied knowing Oswald 
and denied knowing Dallas po- 
liceman J. D. Tippif, whom 
Oswald also was charged with 
shooting to death soon after the 
assassination. 

One of his last requests in 
he hospital was for a lie de- 
.ector test that he hoped would 
prove once and for all that 
.here was no conspiracy. But 
Dolygraph experts and doctors 
said the advanced state of his 
:ancer and the drugs used for 
seating it would make such a 
test meaningless. 

SHIFTED TO HOSPITAL 

Ruby was taken to the hospi- 
tal on Dec. 9 after jail doctors 
had treated him for about three 
weeks for a severe cold. 

The hospital announced an 
admission diagnosis of pneu- 
monia and listed Ruby in ser- 
ious condition. Some 24 hours 
later, doctors said he had can- 
cer. Extensive examinatio n 
t s howed at the malignan cy 
had invaded his pancreas" lung s 
' and lymph glands— and was so 
widespread that its source cou ld 
n Qt : be dete rmined- 

Doctors said this meant that 
surgery and X-ray treatment 
were impossible and that all 
they could do was try, without 
any real hope, to arrest the 
cancer with chemicals. 

2D TRIAL ORDERED 

The Texas Court of Cri minal 
Appeals last November or der.- 
ed^ a second trifl l for J Ulhy_iP 
iff e rent citv. The. court-said 
£rimmaL JMstrict Judge- Joe - ' B . 
i BrawiL-of— D a 11 a s e rr ed— m- not 
> ordering— th e -f i rs t - trial m oved 
g from— Dallas- a n d .i n ad m itting 


police tes timony ahmit — what 
gufry hm and — said aft sr^to o 
ryniph tiTT) fl had pn i ml fiii’“ttiin 
fn he — part uf tfca 

crim e it self. 

At the time of the shooting* 
Ruby was 52, a squat, husky 
man who acted as his ow» 
bouncer and might unpredict- 
ably throw a patron out of his 
joint for looking “at the girls 
wrong” or might, like a Damon 
Runyon character, turn around 
and “give you the shirt off his 
back.” 

He usually carried a pistol, 
friends said, probably because 
he also carried large sums of 


money. But nobody had ever 
known him to use the pistol 
until he killed Oswald with it. 


FATAL LEFT TURN 


q 


Ruby said the chance that 
brought him face to face with 
Oswald was a decision to make 
an illegal left turn. 

He was on his wav to the 
downtown Western TTninrn nffirp 
a block west of the police st a-' 
tion, to send a money order loa 
tn nnp nf his — strippers — w h 
needed $25 to nav hqr rent 
As he passed fh° pnlipo -Ra- 
tion. he decided t o male* an 
illegal left turn acr oss Main^st. 
into a parking: InL he sa uL-and 
as he returned to rar ho A£k - 
cided to see wha Uth^-i mwil waft 
doing in the iail basement. 

It was TlP3 rl y 

A. Mi. ?nri Oswald's 

Kilby recalled, was “supposed 
-to-be” at 10 o’clocL. 

TOUGH KID IN SLUMS 


Ruby was born March 25, 
1911, in the Maxwell st., slum 
of Chicago. He was the sixth of 
nine children of an immigrant 
Polish carpenter, Joe Ruben- 
stein and his wife, Fannie. 

His real name was Jake 
Rubenstein. 

His sister, Eva, nicknamed 
him “Sparky” because of Ids' 
quick temper and the way he 
fought to win at anything— 
street games or brawls with 
the tough Italian kids up the 
street. 

Even when he was 10, said his 
brother Earl, “he was always 
geeting into fights and winning 
’em.” 


His parents split up when 
Ruby was 12 and he was placed 
in a foster home. — 


DROPOUT AT 16 

He dropped out of high school 
at 16 and worked at- odd- jobs* 
like scalping tickets to sports 
events. * 

In 1933, he moved to San 
Francisco and sold newspaper 
subscriptions door to door. 

Four years later, he returned 
to Chicago and helped Organize" 
a junkyard workers* union. But* 
his partner in the union, LedTT 
R. Cooke, died, and Ruby wefif 
back to selling anymost anything 
until he was drafted in 1941. He 
was trained as an Army Air 
Force mechanic and was dis- 
charged in 1946 without ever 
going overseas. 

He came to Dallas to join 
Eva, and in 1947 they opened 
two night clubs. Ruby devoted 
most of his time to the down- 
town strip joint, the Carousel 


Club. 


knew him at the Caro usel. VRub^ 


* Often Visi ted the noli rp staiinn. 

and . som a- PQlicfmen visited- the 


POLICEMEN’S CRONY 
“He wanted to be lik ed — and 

h e was,” g^iH ^ fripnrLwHTT 


Carouafil 

The Ci 




e Carousel stayed open a 
few weeks after Ruby’s arrest. 

It closed and then reopened 
and finally closed again for 
lack of a beer license. 


Now the former walkup strip 
joint on Commerce st. is the 
Police Athletic League gym— 
where the cops teach tough kids 
from the slums to take care of 
themselves. 


